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INTRODUCTION. 



The t)bjectof this cooipilation is threefolil* 

First. To bear, in this age of scepticism 
BBd infidelity, when many are SHervivg froia 
Ike Christian faith, a pi»blic testimony to the 
<3oin4ng of the Son ot God in the iesh, and 
to the benefits derived to mankind thereby. 

Secondly, To remove from the Society of 
which 1 am a member, the suggestions ^nd 
ioipiitatioos of unbouncint^s in this great 
jpoint of Christian iioctiiue, which have at 
liBies been cast upon itk 

T*hirdly, To manifest, hy dear and in* 
disputabie testimonies^ to such of our own 
members as have not aiatupely considered 
the subject, what our uniform and acknoiiu 
hedged principlea are; that they may be 
Hie more upon their guard against any per* 
sons, who may endeavour to draw then 
from the stabitity of faith. 

It appears to me to be a time, wherein 
true believers in Christ, of all denoinina. 
tions, should unite in the support of our 
holy religion ; but whilst we are carefully 
eudeavouung to maiiuain the Ti uth as it fi 
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in Jesus, and e^en willing to contend, when 
occasion requires, for that faith, which was 
once delivered to the saints, let us also be 
♦•specially careful to adorn the gospel of 
Christ with a consistent conduct, regulated 
by that grace and truth which are come by 
11 im, in whom we all profess to belieye. 
Without this we bear but a very imperfect 
testimony to the superior excellence of the 
gospel dispensation, give its enemies an op. 
portunity to defame it, and prove ourselves 
to be like the foolish builder upon the sandy 
foundation, to whom onr blessed Redeemer 
compared those who heard his sayings^ but 
did them not. 

Nevertheless, the truth of Christianity 
does not depend upon the conduct of its pro- 
fessors ; for however inconsistent this may 
be, yet the excellency of the Christian faith, 
and the purity of its predbpts, will ever bear 
a strong and unequivocal testimony against 
the conduct of these who hold the Truth 
in unrighteousness. Let none therefore^ 
from the weakness or wickedness of maa^ 
Jcind, .condemn a religion, the best calcu. 
lated of any for the correction of these evils, 
and for our redemption from them ; and 
which is indeed peculiarly adapted to the 
nature of a Being prone to sin, and en- 
compassed with many infirmities ; but who 
is at the same time called to glory and to 
virtue, and designed for that life and iip. 
mortality which ar6 brought to light by the 
gospel. 
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The misapprehensions which have been 
entertained respecting our Faith in Christ, 
appear to me to have arisen> not so much 
from a difference of belief^ as from laying 
more stress on different points of Christian 
doctrine. We believe witti other Christians, 
as vt'ill appear from the following compila. 
tion, in the great and leading tri^th^ of Chris, 
tianlty :. but whilst some of its. professors 
are principally inculcating a faith in the 
benefits to be received from our blessed Sa- . 
viour's life and death, and in that which, he 
has done for us without u^ ; we> fully be- 
lieving all those essential truths, think it of 
the utmost importance to draw the attention 
of men to that divine light or spirit, by 
which the work of salvation is to. be carried 
forward in us, and for us,, and« in some 
measure, by us. This being a work which 
requires our constant attention, we are prin. 
cipally concerned to inculcate a belief in, 
and a dependance on, this divine Spirit, as 
that from which " all holy desires, all good 
counsels, and all just works, do proceed,'* 
and by which we are rendered acceptable 
to God, through Jesus Christ. 

The following quotations are but a small 
part of what might have been adduced on 
this occasion ; but it is apprehended, they 
Hviil be amply suflGicient to manifest the uni- 
formity of our principles on the subject, 
and their agreement with the doctrines of 
the New Testament, They will also evince 
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•nrWIief In tTie Holy Scripture*; wfiicli wc- 
consider, with the apo>itle, as ' able to make 
wise unto salTatLon, through faith which hr 
in Christ Jesus.* And whilst I feel anKious- 
for the presfTva^ion of this faith both with 
respect to the coming of the Son of God in 
the flesh*, for the redemptran of mankind; 
apd to thai glory which he had with the 
Father before ♦h* world began ; I am also 
earnestly solicitous, that ail who make this 
profession, may likewise believe in, and re- 
ceive him, in his inward and spiritual ap. 
pparance, by which he en^i^hti»o« our un- 
derstand itigs, and purifies our hearts. Thus 
8ball we become partakers of * the fulness^ 
of the blessing f>f the gospel of Christ;*^ 
and know * what is the riches of tlie glory^ 
of this mystery among the Gentiles; whidb 
is Christ wiihia, the hwpe of ^ory.^ 
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JIX producini^ the Testimonies of our 
PV.ends on this occasion, an aUentioii will 
be generally paid to the ordec of time io 
which they were written. 

The first extracts which I shall make are: 
from the Journal of Creorge Fox ; and aa 
lie was made iastrumentaJ in gathering us 
to be a people, and n generally considered 
AS the founder of our Society ^ his testimony 
»ay have the more weight. 

George Fox's Jf»urnal, p. 3, Sd edit.—* 
' The Priebt of Drayton, the towrv of mj 
birth, whose name was Nathaniel Ste^en^ 
Aslced roe» why Christ cried out upon the 
Cross, " My God, my God, why hast thoa 
forsaken me." And why he said, *' if jt be 
possible let this cup pass from me ; yet not 
any will, but thine, be done.". I told himt 
•t that time Ihe sins of all mankind were 
vpon hiro, and their iniquities and trans,. 
fressioBii^ with wbkh ke was wounded > 
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which he was to tiear^ ai^d to be an. offeriog 
for, as he was man ; but died oot, as he wai 
God : so, in that he died for ail men, tasting 
death for every man, he was an offering for 
the sins of the whole World, — This I spoke^ 
being at that time in a measure sensible ef 
Christ's sufferings. The priest said it was 
a yery good full answer, and such a one aa 
he had not heard.' 

George Fox's Journal^ p* 4d4. In a 
paper addressed to the GoTe^noK of Bar* 
badoes, he expresses himself thus : ' We 
own and believe in Jesus Christ, his (God's) 
beloved and only begotten Sod, in whom he 
IS well pleased, who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, a^d born of the Virgin Mary ; 
in whom we have redemption through his 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins ; who is 
the express image of the invisible God, the 
first-born of every creature ; by whom were 
all things created that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whe. 
ther they be thrones, dominions, princi. 
palities, or powers ; all things were created 
by Him. And we do own and believe, that 
he was made a sacrifice for sin, who knew 
no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth ; 
and that he was crucified for us in the flesh, 
without the g^e9 of Jerusalem ; and that h«; 
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tras buried^ and rose again the t&ird daj, hy 
the power of his Father^ for our justification ;- 
and that he ascended up intp hearen^ and' 
now sitteth at the right hand of God. This 
Jesus, who was the foundation of the holy 
prophets and apostles, is our foundation j 
and we do believe there is no other founda^ 
tion to be luid, but that which is laid, even 
Jesus Christ ; who tasted death for every 
man ; shed his blood for aH men ; is the 
X)ropitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
pnly^ but also for the sins of the whole 
wo/ld.' 

Isaac Pennington, in a publication en* 
titled, ' The Sum and Substance of our Re« 
ligion,' mentions the following objection^ 
which had been m^de, and replies thereto. 
See vol. 1. p. 694> quarto edit, of his works. 

* It is objected against us who are called 
Quakers, that we deny Christ,, and look not 
to be saved by him, as he was manifested 
without us ; but look only to be saved by a 
Christ within us; to which, this is in my 
heart to answer to such as singly desir« 
satisfaction therein* 

* We do indeed expect to be saved by 
the revelation and operation of the life of 
Christ within us; yet not without relation 
to what he did without ns i for all that h» 



£d ia that body of flesh was of the Fafhtr^ 
and had its place and service is the wiU, 
' «nd according to the counsel^ oC the fa* 
<h^r.» 

In another treatise, entitled, • Flesh and 
Hood of Christ.' Ss.e. h» expresses himself 
tbae: vol. % p. 266. 

' Now as louching the outward, which je 
aay we deny,^ because of our testimony to the 
iiiwa.d, 1 have frequently given a most so. 
lemn testimony tbereunto;. andGodknow-^ 
■eth it to be the truth of my heart, and that 
the testifying to the inward doth not make 
the outward void^ bat rather establish it ia 
ks place and bervice,r God himself, wh^ 
knew what virtue was in the inward, yet" 
hath pleased to make use of the outward f 
and who may contradict and slight his wis«r 
doni and counsel therein? Glorious wa» the 
Appearance and manifestation of his Son iit 
the desh * precious bis subjection and holj 
•bedieuce to bis Fatber ; and his giving, 
himself up to death lor sinners was of great 
•steem in his Father's eye ; i^ ^'^^ ^ spotless 
sacriBce of great value, and effectual for th^ 
vemission of sins ^ and 1 do acknowledge 
kumbly unto the, Lord, the remission of my . 
tini thereby, and bless the Jjord for it $ 
t¥en lor giving op bia Son to death for 
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'm 9X\, and pymg all that beVipre in Ms ntme 
and power, to partake of remisstoo oC sina 
through hiiD.' 

miimm Smith, in < A N«w Catechism^*^ 
printed in the. )< ear 1664> expreMes himself 
as foiiovrs : 

' We believe that all things which ar^r 
spoken by the holy prophets and apo^tlea 
eoncerning Christ, are true, according to the 
Scriptures. We believe, that all the dis- 
penf^ations of God which ai^ manifested by 
th<' Scrtplures, are altogether true ;. and thai 
they were fulfilled according to the deter* 
minate will and counsel of God; so thai 
auT faith coneerning Christ in as». and the 
work which he there worJieth for us, doth- 
aot at ail make void any of the dispensationt 
of God« which in times past were revealed 
to his holy prophetii and apostles, and bj 
them testified in the Scriptures ; so that tha 
iRTork, which the Father then gave the Son- 
to do, we believe that he fulfilled, according, 
to the Father's will;, and that all thnigs 
pertaining to life and salvation, were fully 
and perfectly in him ;. and that'he huinble4' 
himself to the death of the cro8s> and trom* 
death did rise again. Aud.we believe thai 
he is the resurrection and the life, andgtve^ 
aterna! life to all that believe io him,' 
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In 1671, George Whitehead vm^ William^ 
!fenn, published ' A Serious 'Apology/ ia. 
-which is this full and explicit declacation of. 
their faith:. 

' We do believe in one holy God Al- 
mighty, who is an eternal Spirit, the Creator. 
of all things ; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, and express image of his sub., 
stance; who took upon him ilesh, and was 
in the world ; and ialife, dQCtrine^. miracles,, 
death, resurrection, ascension, and media., 
lion, perfectly did, and does^ continue to do,, 
the will of God ; to whose holy life, power,, 
mediation, and blood, we only ascribe oiir. 
sanctification, justification, redemption, and 
perfect salvation. And we believe in one 
lioly Spirit, that proceeds from the Fathec 
and the Son, a measure of which is given to 
all to profit with ; and he that has one, has 
all, for those thfee are One, who is the Alpha 
and Omega, the first and the last, God over 
all, blessed for ever. Amen.-' 

Again, William. Penn, in his ' Primitive 
Christianity,.' chap., vixx. sect. 4. expresses 
him.' elf thus: 

Justification consists of two parts — justi- 
fication from the guilt of sin, andjustificatioa 
from the power and pollution of sin. The- 
first pajt of justification we do revcrentlj 



( 13 ) 

tfnd humbly acknowledge. Is only for the 

sake of the death and sufferings of Christ ; 

nothing we' can do, though by the operatioa 

of the Holy Spirit, being able to cancel old 

debts, or to wipe out old scores. It is the 

power and efficacy of that propitiatory of. 

' fering, upon faith and repentance^ that justi. 

' fies us from the sins that are past ; and it it 

the power of Christ's Spirit in our hearts 

that purifies and makes us acceptable before 

<5od. 

Chap. IX. sect. 1 . ' 'Lest any should swy 
'^e are equivocal in our expressions, and 
allegorize away Christ's appearance in the 
*flesh ; meaning only thereby our own flesh, 
and that 'as often as we mention him, we 
mean only a mystery, or a mystical sense ef 
him, be it as to his coming, birth, miracles, 
sufferings, death, resurrection, ascension, 
mediation, and judgment; I would add, to 
preserve the well disposed from being stag, 
.gered by such suggestions, and te inform 
and reclaim such as are under the pewer of 
prejudice, that we do (we bless God) re. 
ligiously believe and confess, to the glory of 
God the Father, and the honour of his dear 
and beloved Son, that Jesus Christ took our 
nature upon him, and was made like unto 
us in all things, sin excepted; that he wai 
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%6iiii of ♦l*^? -Vlrffin MftTjr* suffered inndt't* 
Pontins Pilate, the Roman governor ; was 
4(rucified, d^^i, and buried in the sepulchre 
^( Joseph of Arimathea; rose again the 
third day, and ascended into heaven, and 
•its on the right hand of God, in the power 
and majesty of his Father, who wili one day- 
judge the world by him, even that blesiied man 
Christ Jesus, according to their worlLS.' 

In a publicttioa entitled, « A testimony 
to the Truth of God/ William Penn again 
•iplains himself on thisr suiy^ect. 

* Because we press the necessity of peo- 
ple's receiving the inward and spiritual ap* 
p^arance of the divine Word, in order to a 
itght and benefictid applicatioci of what- 
•oever be (Christ) did for man, witk respect 
to his tife, miracles, death, suHerings, re- 
snrrectioa, ascension, and mediation, our 
adversaries would have as deny any Christ 
without as ; iirst, as to his Divinity, because 
they make us to confine him within us ; se- 
condly, as to his homanify, or manhood, 
because, as he was the son of Abraham, 
David, and Mary, according to the flesh, he 
cannot be in us ; and th^ refore we are he-* 
retics and blasphemers. Whereas we be- 
Ueve him, according to Sertpture, to be the 
•on of Abrahami David* dad Mary, after 
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A« ft«tg1i ; Md alia, GchI oter til, tiksseA 
Jmt ever.' 

In tke JHLT l.69d. Williftm Penn put* 
li»h^ ' A Key opening the Wajr to dii. 
^ingiifBi) betwesen the Quakert' Aeligioa ai»4 
|>erTer«ion9 of it,' in which, in answer to 
the charge, that * the Quaker* den^r the 
Trinity,' be replies thns : 'Nothing lest. 
They belit>.ve in* the Holy Three, or Trinity 
of Father, Word, and Spirit, according to 
Scripture, and that these three Jire truly and 
properly one ; of one nature as well as willi 
jhlit they are Tery tender of quitting Scrip, 
ture terms and phrases for Schoolmen's, such 
as distinct and separate persons and sub* 
sisteuces, &c. from whence people are apt 
to eutf rtain gross ideas and, notions of the 
Jather, Son. and Holy .Ghost.^ 

Hobert Barclajf, the. apologist, published 
in the year 1673, * A Catechi&m and Con*^ 
Cession of Faith;' in which he treats fully 
of those points of (.bristiafi doctrine here 
set forth, i shall extract the 4th, 5th, 6th« 
and 7th articles, which are, es well as 
tJie rest, expressed nearly in the words of 
Scripture, that they may be the less liable 
to objection. 

' A rtide 4th. Cencerninflt *^<^ Divinity of 
Christ, and his being from the beginning,' 
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'In the beginiuDg was the Word, and ttie 
W^rd was with God, and the Word was 
> God ; the same was in tlie beginning with 
God; all things were made by him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting. For God 
created alL things by Jesus Christ, who being 
in the form of God, thought it no robbery 
to be equal with God. . And his name is 
called Wonderful, Counseller, the Mighty 
God, the Eyerlasting Father, the Princaof 
Peace, who is 'the image of the inTisibie 
God, the first b©rn of every creature.' 

' Article Sth« Concerning his appear- 
ance in the flesh.' 

'The Word was made flesh; for he took 
not on him the nature of angels, but he took 
on him the seed of Abraham, being in all 
things made like unto his brethren ; touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities, and in all 
things tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin. He died for our sins, according to the 
Scriptures, and he was buried, and he rose 
again the third da,y; according to the Scrip- 
tures.' 

' Article 6th. Concerning the end and 

«se of that appearance.' 
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* God sent his own Son in the likeness of 
-sinfnl flesh ; and, for sin, condemned sin ii| 
the flesh. For this purpose was the Son of 
God manifested, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil ; being manifested to take 
away our sins. For he gave himself for us, 
an offering and sacrifice to God, for a sweet 
smelling savour, having obtained eternal re- 
demption for us ; and through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himself without spot unto 
God, to purge our consciences from dead 
works, to serve the living God. He was 
the Lamb slain from the foundation t)f the 
world. Of him the fathers did all drink, 
for they draak of that spiritual Rock that 
followed them, and that Rock was Christ. 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that we should follow his steps- 
for we are to bear about in the body the 
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of 
Jesus, might be made manifest in our body ; 
being always delivered unto death for Jesus' 
sake, that the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our flesh; that we may 
know him. and the power of his resurrection, 
being made conformable unto his death.' 

' Article 7th. Concerning the inward 
manifestation of Christ,' 

' God dweUeth with the contrite and 
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humble in Bipint ; far he h,atii mm^^ He win 
dwell in theA, 4wl w^lk U theonj and 
vChrist staii(}ttli at tbe door aod kaocketh:: 
if anj man hear hia voice, and open the 
door, he will come into him, sup irith him^ 
and he with Him* Therefore, ought we ta 
examine our pwnselTet^ knowing how that 
Christ is in us, except we are reprobates. 
For this is the riches of the £lory of the 
mystery, which God wQuld make known 
among the Gentiles, Christ within, the hope 
of glory.* 

In the conclusion of this publication, R. B. 
shews the errors of rarious rel^ious de* 
nominations, and speaking of t)ie Socinians, 
he manifests clearly his disapprobation of 
their denial of the Divinity of Christ. — His 
words SLve, ' Among the Protestants, I know 
the Sociuians are great pretenders to the 
Scriptures, and in words as much exalt them 
as any other people ; and yet it is strange 
to see how, that npt only in many things 
they are not agreeable to them^ but in some 
of their chief principles quite contrary ; as 
in their denying the Divinity of Christ, which 
is as expressly mentioned as any thing can 
be : And the word wco God, John 1 • as 
also in denying his being from the beginning, 
against the itrj teoouir of that of John !• 



fttd dtrers otIi«rs« «s at large is shewn in jthe 
tiiird chapter of this treatise.' 

In his ApdJogy, when treating m the light 
w Spirit t)f Chriflt, Prop. v. and ri. S. Ifi, 
lie expresses himself thus : * We do not 
lifrehy intend any waf to lessen or derogate 
from the atonement and sacrifice of Jesus 
Christy bnt on the contrary do magnify and 
«xalt it. For as we believe all these things 
to hare been certainly transacted which are 
recorded in the Holy Scrip tares concerning 
tiie birth^ life, miracles, safferings, resur* 
rection, and ascension 4>l Christ ; so we d<s 
also belieVe, that it is the dnty of eTery one 
to 1)elieTe it, to whom it pleases God to 
rereal the same, and to bring tht-m to the 
knowledge of it, — ^As we firmly believe it 
was necessary, that Christ should come, that 
by his death and sufferings he might offer up 
himself a sacrifice to God for our sins, who 
his ownself bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree, so we believe that the remission, of 
sins which any partake of, is only In aod 
by virtue of that most satisfactory sacrifice, 
and no otherwise ; for it is by the obedience 
of one that the free gift is come upon ail te 
jttstification.' 

After the foregoing quotatlom frov the 
writings of our ancient frtends, i shall (0vn 
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few extracts from* our later writers, to 
manifest that the principles of the Society 
liave uBdergone no change in this important 
subject. t 

In the year 17^3, JTiomas JSeooen, pnb- 
lished * An Essay concerning the Restoratioa 
of primitive Christianity.' In chap. 2d« he 
thus expresses himself : . 

'God did, upon the fall and disobedience, 
of man, inform him pf a Saviour, as is gene., 
rally understood by these words, viz. " I 
will put enmity between thee (the serpent) 
and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed. It shall bruise thy head." Which 
seed, here called the seed of the woman, 
(because, as coiy^erning the flesh in the 
fulness of time, Christ was to be born of a 
woman,) did doubtless then exist, when this 
promise was made, ^d had done so, as to his 
Divinity, from eternity.' 

' In due time this seed took flesh in the 
womb of the virgin Mary, according to 
Scripture; was born in Bethlehem in the 
land of Judea; did many mighty miracles 
among the Jews, to convince them that he 
was the promised Messiah; whose coming 
they were then in full expectation of; lived 
a most exemplary life; taught a most ex. 
cellent and heavenly doctrine, recorded by 
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the four evangelists ; submitted to the shame -^ 
fal death of the cross^ to make atonement 
und propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world. He was buried^ and on the third 
day ro^e again from the dead> according to 
the Scriptures ; and was*, conversant with 
his disciples about forty days, concerning 
the things of God, and the great work he 
had for them to do in this world. Then he 
was taken up into heaven; and set at the 
right hand of God the Father, where he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them 
that come unto God by him ; by whom God 
will judge the world in rfghteousness, in the 
day he hath appointed, when all that are 
in the graves shaH hear his Toice> and shall 
come forth, they that have done good unto 
the resurrection of life, and they that have 
(done evil, to the resurrection of condemna« 
tion.' 

' In the years 1730, 1731, and 1732, Al a?. 
ander Arscott^ published, in three parts, 
* Coni^iderations of the present State of the 
Christian Religion,' fromi which the follow- 
wg extract is made t 

'Christ, the author of the Christian Reli* 
gion, is to be considered under a two-fold 
character ; as man, who was born of the 
▼irgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate^ 



was crucifi<?d, dead^ and .b<iri«d ; ^^nd, m 
God, iii Vthich sense he was ia the begioDlog^ 
before all worlds^and is called in ScriptiK'e, 
Hit Word> the Wisdom* and Power of 6^«. 
In the first sense be was, and is, outward .{. 
^ the Ust> he fills all things, and is presisiit 
tiyery where; more especially, considered 
in that relation he bears te mankind, .a«- 
their Saviour and sanctifer> is present in the 
hearts of men, to (quicken and enlighteiK 
them for their assistance in the work of 
repentance, conversion, sanctificatioB, re*- 
generation, and complete salvation.' 

' And as w hat Christ did and suffered for* 
]iQLankiud> was necessary, by the appoint* 
IBcnt af God the Father^ for tbeU r^pg^- 
filiation to him, . notwithstaniUng their sioM 
wd trespasses af^inst him ; so his px^$txk^ 
with them and in them, is a» necesiiary fpw- 
their overcoming sin,, and bringing tb^ia^ 
iato a stat^ of hpUaess and acceiitaace intl^^ 
hici ; and t)iis last H as truly a par^t af ik% 
Chroti^ rell^oia as the firsi;; and Mkx 
tajtett together, m^ wp ih» wliote- entire 
Christian Religion ; and therefore when we 
speid^ ar vrUe of U, w« mean that r^ligioxi. 
jfhlcb has. relatian to Christ m both th» 
MQses, w ^ke m 4o Jl^ot t^O^ebi tfc^ whc4#^ 

Ulea <rf U, but |i parij 5>»lX*' 
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III tie year 1773, Joseph PMppi, vas en- 
faged in a controTersy witfc a person, who 
liad attacked the priociples oi the society ; 
and in a publication entitled, ' The Original 
and Present State of Man,' &c. he draws 
a comparison betwixt the miraeles attending 
the introdnctioo of the legal, and those of 
th%Christian dispensation. After speaking 
of the fdrraer, he proceeds thus : 

' Accordingly the gracious dispensation of 
the gospel was introduced by evidences of 
diTiiie authority equally extraordinary, and 
equally suited to its- placid and salutary 
iiatnre.' 

' Besides the Bumeroas predictions of the 
prophets concerning the Messiah, the advent 
of hi8 fortruntief the Baptist, and the mf- 
racnlons conception of our Saviour by the 
Irlesscd virgin, witness the many wonderful 
works he performed, Uie unaccountable dark^ 
Hess, and the rending of the veil of the tem. 
pie throughout^ from top to bottom, at his 
giving up the ghost ; his astoni^ing resur. 
TeetioD, and that of the bodies of buried 
saints, whidi arose and went into the city ; 
and his visible ascension, attended with the 
glorious ministration of angels. After all' 
^is, at the time of the Jewish feast of Pen. 
i^ost^ the apostles and disciples being as.- 

»4j 
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«embled together, aecording to the hard's 
command, the Holy Ghost gate a twowfbld 
demonstraiion- of its advent ; first, by the 
appearaTice of cloven toagaes, as of fire. 
If hich sat upon each of them ;r second, by 
filling their hearts with tKe Holy Ghost, to 
such a degree that they began to speak with 
other tongues, or in other languages besHes 
their own, as the Spirit gave them utterance* 
To divers of them were likewise added, the 
miraculous powers of helping all manner of 
diseases; the dumb were made to speaks, 
the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, the blind 
to see ; demoniacs were dispossessed, and 
the dead were raised and restored to life.' 

1 shall now add a few testimonies from the 
Society more at larg«, in order to show that 
we speak the same things both collectively 
and separately • The first is from a paper, 
entitled ' The Quakers* Vindication,' which- 
was presented to the Members of Parliament 
in 1693 ; and which contains the principles 
of the Society at this day. 

' We whose names^arc underwritten, being, 
in Christian Society with the people called 
Quakers, do, in good conscience, declare^ 
and certify all persons concerned : 

* 1st. That we sincerely believe and con^ 
fess, that Jesus of Nazareth, who was borjit 
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of the VirgiB Mary^ is the true Messiah, the 
very Christ, the Son of the liviDg God, to» 

'whom all the prophets gave witness. And 
we do . highly Talue his death, sufferings, 
works, offices, and Bieri<ts, for the redemptioa 
and sahation of mankind, together with his 
laws, doctrines, and ministry, 
t ' 2d. That this very Christ of God was 
and is the Son of God, that takes away the 

^.sins of the world ; who was slain and is alive, 
and lives for evermore, in his divine, eternal 
glory, dominion, and power, with the Fa>» 

4her. 

' And we know of no other doctrine or 
principles preached, maintained, or ever re. 
eeived among or by us, since we were a 
people^ contrary to these aforesaid. 

' Signed on behalf of the said people by' 
thirty i^ne Friends.. 

The following are some advix^es, which 
were issued by the Yearly Meeting, in Lon. 
don, in 1728 and 1732. There are several 
others from the said meeting, of the samt 
tendency. 

1728- ' Inasmuch as the Holy Scriptures 
are the external means of conveying and pre* 
serving to. us an account of the things most 
surely to be believed, concerning the coming, 
^f our Lord Jesus Christ iu the flesh, and- the* 
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MfiJltiig of tbifc^ prophecies reiatfng tikento i 
we therefore reeo«iaeiid to aUi Frkndf^ espeL < 
cieily dders mtbe church and masters of 
Umitet, ihai tkey would, both by example' 
•fid adrke^ impress on- the minda of tke 
foung^nr, a reTerent esteem of those sacred 
writiags, and adtisfe them to a frequeiU read^ 
ittf Bii4. meditatiag therein; and^that yoo- 
tr^dnld, at ^pv^per teSBoaif give the youth to 
naderstaad, that tbe same goodex^^rienceof^ 
the work of Hanctificatioii, through the ope* 
lation of the Spirit of God, which the Holy 
Scriptures plentifuHy bear testimony to, is to • 
^ witnessed by belierers in all generations^ 
at well as by th<(se inthe irst ages-oT Christ 
tiaixf ty . And thif we recomnenfd as the most' 
Hfectual meanr of begetting asd establishing. 
f ff their minds a: Urm belief of the^ Christian- 
doctrine in general, as w<p1I as the necessify 
0f the help, of the operations of the Holy- 
Spirit of God in the hearts of men in par. 
ticular, coataiaed in that most excellent book- 
the fiible ; and for preserring them from^ 
being defiled with the many pernielous no- 
lions and princtpfes, contrary to such sound 
doctrine, which are at this time industriously^ 
dispersed in the nation, to the reproach of 
l!ie Christian profession* inr genera! •' 
I» 17^2.< ' Dear*frieBds>.wetHidnly and^ 
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fUmciAy adr^ anil exhort iX^fsunaitamoSt 

Sil the wiadom of God, %Md ia die ItiRfBgttt' 
•f hb lf»T0« t(^m$tniiit ibeir efaiUresi dud fa* 
pti^U» nAe d^triaiss and p(reee|i4» of tiir 
^kfktHin rellfioB, co»taiia«d in tlie Bolj 
Scriptures ; and tlutt ihey «xcite tJwm tp tih« * 
diligeot reading of ttiote sacred .wri(in|p» I 
v^eh plainiji eet fprtk ilm jaijracaioDS con^* 
A^on, blrtli> holy lUe> wooderitd worJcs^ 
)4«S9^ enaiopli^ nentorWs death^aod glo* 
liea^ resmrr^ctioo, liSc^BtAcm, and jBiedit^ia«' 
i^ oiir JU>r4 and Saminr Jesus Chri«t; and- 
t^ educate theirxtuldfeo in the belief of thosr 
iBi(M>iia]rt trutlui^ as well aa ia the heU/^tot 
(be invajrd paBif«itatii»i aad op^ratioi; of th# 
Sf^riiof G4k1 us>Pi»th€ir.(Hra Bdnd8;.that 
tbey niajr leap the benefit and j^vanta^e 
fitereoff^ fo^*. their o^tt peace aad ererlastMig. 
tiappiness, v/hich is preferable to all other 
moiM^itdi^EiM. We thereforo esthort in ihe 
p«at «arae9t paaoer, tha^ aU be veiy care*^ 
iai in tUa respf^^ it qe^bct herek beiag in '■ 
Wf JidgmeBi very blaaie»w«rthjr,? 

A j^UcatioQ. was laidy iaraed by ti#- 
dbeotiea 4>f. the Maetiag for Sn^ctags; 
wiiich meetsag isxomposed of Frieads ap^*^ 
pmited by. all the (j^rterly Meetiogs i*« 
4^. kiasdeow. Tha book i« entitled^ ' A^ 
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Summary of the History, Doctrine, aiid Dis« 
cipline.of Friends.' In this work are the 
following passages : 

- 'We agree -with* other professors of the 
Chri^ian name^ in the belief of One Eternal' 
God, the Creator and Preserver of the Uni- 
verse ; and in Jesus Christ his Son, the Mes- 
siah and Mediator of the new covenant.' 

* When we speak of the gracious display 
of the love of God to mankindrin the miracu- 
lous conception, birth, life, miracles, deatb^ 
fesurrectioB, and ascen'&ion of our Saviour 
we prefer the use of such terms as we. find in 
Scripture } and, contented with that know* 
ledge which divine wisdom has seen meettci 
reveal, we attempt not to explain those mys. 
teries which remain under the veil : never- 
theless we acknowledge and assert the Di- 
yinity of Christ, who is the wisdom anVl 
power of God unto salvation.' 

To the preceding written testimonies of 
this people, on their faith in our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, it may be proper to 
add a few from the dying expressions of per- 
sons, who w^e members of the Society. 
; John WootMAw, of New Jersey in Ame-^ 
rica, who has rendered his name famous as 
a friend to the African race and an ene- 
my to slavery, visited England in the year 
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1772, and died at York df the small por^, 
Ameng many religious ob&erTatioas mado 
by h]j3i, during his illneSs, he expressed him^ 
self thus, about two days before his decease: 
' My dependence is on. the Lord Jesus; 
who 1. trust ivill forgive ray. sins, which 
is all I hope for; and if it be his will to 
raise up this body again I am content^ and 
if to die I am resigned.' 

S^eah'Grubb, wife of Robert Grubb of 
Clonmell, in Ireland^, died in. 1790. Haying 
lately returned from a journey on the con. 
tinent of Europe, she wrote thus to a friend, 
four days before her decease: ^My soul^ 
though encompassed wiih the manifold in* 
firmities of a very afflicted tabernacle^ can 
feelingly worship, and rejoice in nothing, 
more than this, that the Lamb immaculate 
is redeeming, by his precious blood, out of 
every nation, kindred> tongue, and people, 
and making a glorious addition to the church 
triumphant, whose names will stand eter. 
nally recorded in the book of life^ I ex. 
press not these things from a redundancy of 
heavenly virtue, but from the soul sustaining > 
evidence, that amidst all our weakness and 



* See an account of him in. Clarkson's History of 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 
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eoaflict cf flesk or sfMt, «a ialerett Is «er» 
^fttUy |>refeated ia /ftfm, wiio gh^etii tietorjr 
«Ter de*tli> b&U, and ttte graye.* 

Job Taoiias, of Walety died ia Uie year 
1807. He kad been about 10 yean affecled 
with a disorder in tiie SfHne broitght on by a 
fall. Hi« pmoff were often excruciating, 
fmf be bore them with remarkable patience. 
On the day of his death ke expressed him. 
self thus : < The blessed hoar is approacMng, 
and before the close of this day, I shall 
safely arrive where there is neither toil nor 
trouble. Sorrow not for me ; I have hope 
in his miercy who has washed me in that 
fountain which is set open for the house of 
David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
not through mine own righCeousness, bnt 
through the righteousness of the crucified 
Immanuel, who died for the sins of all man. 
kind. I am going to endless joys; there 
I shall have to praise him who enabled me 
patiently to eiidure the inexpressible pain 
wherewith this poor body has been afflict^.* 
I shall conclude these quotations and re. 
ferences with the following Hymn, which 
was written about the year 1740, by Eltjak 
Waring, of Witney, in Oxfordshire, a mi. 
Ulster id oar Society. It Is entitled. 
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Divine Love commemorated^ 

Who can fathom tbe redeeming 

Act of uai versa! love? 
Human tbpu|[^t, thoii|;b«yer ttemijig» 

Yet will iotttfficie&t prove* 

JHoly Angels, ever lauding 

Of the great and wond^roni scfaeme^ 
Seraphs, faynmiiig ami applauding^ 

Never can exhaost tke tkene. 

Oh the height and depth mrpriting f 
Oh the length and breadth, how great! 

Genorationf, past ttnd risfi^, 
WiU the bHfls participate. 

Sure the Father's love was bnming 
To poor lost and helpless man ; 

Anxious for his safe returning. 
Laid the mediatorial plan. 

Nor lest was our Saviour's merit, 

Who severe obed icnce paid ; 
Died t' obtain the Holy Spirit, 

For his creature's help and aid. 

Now above nalies intercessioii, 

That the penitential mind. 
Who makes unr^erv'd confession, 
And reforms, may pardon find. 

Wretched man I if sacB caressing 
Work not on thy brutal heart i 

If thou spurn'st the heavenly blesiing, 
Thoa ia it wilt htve no part. 
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Alam^thy condact, charge not faeateif 
On thy head thy blood will lie. 

Bv'ry help to thee is given, 
Suiting man's free, agency. 

Do not, for a moment's pleasure. 
Forfeit this, thy dear bought right, 

To the joy and endless treasure. 
That the gospel brought to light. 

Use thy reason ; grace assisting 

Ev'ry faculty within ; 
Thou shalt know a brave resisting 

All the deadly powers of sin. 

Taste religion's chaste embraces ; 

Faith with genuine works adorn t 
Virtue has eternal graces, 

Fresh and blooming ev'ry mom. 

All her joy'fl'beyond expressing; 

Peace that yields a golden crop. 
She's in life the greatest blessing, 

And in death the grateful drop. 

Wing thy soul, and qualify her 
For the converse held above : 

Dip thy tongue, and join the choir. 
In melodious strains of love. 

Utterly disclaiming merit. 

Praise the Father and the Son, 

Jointly with the Holy Spirit; 
An eternal Three in One. 



R. & J. Richardson^ Printcrsi Y«rk.. 
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